Award of Merit
Eric Appleton

Presented by Gus Evans
It is with immense pride I have been asked to present the supreme award of the evening tonight. This is the Award of Merit – the New Zealand region’s highest award for all round meritorious service. The recipient joins the crème de la crème of horticulturists in New Zealand.
This person has been a member of IPPS New Zealand since 1982. Over the years, he has been highly supportive of IPPS hosting numerous field trips, a couple of conferences and has even introduced a son into the nursery industry who has been a great supporter of IPPS. 

As a child he was confined to bed with the ‘flu.  His mum got him a book from the library about New Zealand and he copied out the Maori alphabet and how to pronounce Maori place names.  This kindled on interest in New Zealand and later in its flora.

Leaving grammar school at 16 in 1950 he did 2 years practical forestry work, 2 years military service in Germany, followed by 2 years at the Forestry Commission’s training school at Thetford.  

At 22 he decided to emigrate to New Zealand and set out on a journey of 5 ½ months on a 2 stroke 197cc James motor cycle.  He travelled overland through Europe, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan to India, where a short measure of oil at a service station caused the big end bearing to fail.  In Delhi the repairer left out one roller in the bearing, but it got him to Tasmania.

No road through Burma, so by boat to Penang and down through Malaysia to Singapore.  By boat to Fremantle, Western Australia, through the Jarrah and Karri forests and on across the corrugated dirt road to Adelaide where major repairs were needed on the frame and forks.

A side trip around Tasmania and he learnt how to replace a big end properly.  North to Sydney and across to Auckland.

At that time in New Zealand, there was a shortage of trained foresters so any were offered a job on the spot. He worked at FRI as a technical forester where he established many species and provenance trials throughout the South Island.  A handlebar moustache did not appeal to kiwi girls so that came off !
He met his wife at a dance in Hamner where she was visiting as a nurse. He chose Nelson to live and worked for H. Baigent and Sons, a forest owning and sawmilling company in the role of Technical Forester, solving nutrition and establishment problems. It quickly became apparent that seedlings were not up to quality and it was his responsibility to sort it out. This co-incided with the planting boom of the 1960’s.
His wife had grown veges, ornamentals and native plants at home in Wakefield and they decided to go into business for themselves. The started by leasing land and growing radiate and a limited range of ornamentals. The scale of the nursery grew with demand and the nursery site at Main Road, Wakefield was purchased. The rest is history. 

I was fortunate enough to share a meal with his son the other night, it was a humbling and moving experience for me to hear how passionate and lovingly he spoke with respect for his Dad. At 81 years old (braces and all), he is an inspiration to not only us oldies, but young people as well. Terry Hatch said he is the only person in the room older than he is!
I know things have not always been rosy for him but he has always overcome adversity with positivity and just got on with it.  I call him the godfather of horticulture in New Zealand.

Fellow IPPS members, I present you with Eric Appleton. 

