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Mark, known to many as Brownie, was born and brought up in Port Chalmers. He achieved 5th form in Horticulture twice at Taieri High School. He then spent 8 months at Lincoln not quite completing a Diploma in Horticulture, but learnt to drink beer and do handbrake turns.
 Mark returned to Dunedin working in a variety of jobs from gardening to orcharding. In 1975, he set himself up in business gardening around Dunedin. While working at Otago University, he met Clare, a science student and they married in 1977. In the same year, they brought 2 hectares in Waitati, just north of Dunedin and started the nursery. In 1979, they brought the house next door where they now live. Today, they have the nursery and garden centre, Church, Harvey House (Accommodation) and the little shop on the road frontage. Mark can probably claim the title of Mayor of Waitati. 
Mark joined IPPS in 1990. He has been part of the organising committee for conferences in Oamaru (2002), Dunedin (2006) including pre conference Fiordland tour and Cromwell (2012). Mark has also been involved with organising the Dansey’s Pass field trip (Rut Riding with the Rooters) and several Dunedin field trips plus a regular attendee at field trips in the South Island. Some plants that Mark has introduced include Astelia ‘Alpine Ruby and ‘Red Rebel’ along with Libertia ‘Grasshopper’
Brownie’s hospitality, interest and ethos imulates IPPS mottos of ‘Seek and Share’ and ‘Sharing Plant Production Knowledge Globally’. 
